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situating spatio-temporal violence – slow violence in Rob Nixon’s terms – at the heart of its 
analysis, this study contrasts the enduring experiences of serial displacement with time-limited and 
linear transitions to justice. First,	the	study	reveals	the	discursive,	legal	and	political	detachment	of	intra-urban	displacement	from	regional	displacement	as	enshrined	in	the	current	Colombian	transitional	justice	framework.	It demonstrates how the lived experience of 



















































iii.	Thesis.			 Approaches	to	transitional	justice	inherently	wrestle	with	the	problem	of	the	continuity	of	violence.	Transitional	justice	is	a	spatial	and	temporal	term.	It	defines	the	movement	from	somewhere	to	somewhere	else,	either	from	distinct	places	or	in	time.20	As	such,	transitional	justice	always	refers	to	a	spatio-temporal	marking.	Yet,	it	often	proposes	an	underlying	vision	of	temporality,	framed	by	a	before-and-after	idea	of	transitions,21	towards	national	reconciliation	and	political	redemption.22	Within	this	linear	temporality,	the	field	of	transitional	justice	locates	a	specific	moment	as	the	marker	of	new	beginnings	and	assumes	a	progression	towards	closure.		However,	I	argue	that	this	underlying	temporal	understanding	does	not	correspond	to	the	very	experience	of	violence	of	displaced	peoples	within	the	city	of	Medellin.	The	dynamic	of	the	rural-urban	and	intra-urban	displacement,	as	well	as	the	memories	it	generates	across	several	generations,	are	continuous.		They	manifest	themselves	in	the	everyday.	The	latter	is	characterized	by	simultaneous	imaginaries	of	peace	and	of	violence	beyond	a	serial	order	of	time — there is no linear transition.	For	this	reason,	it	is	critical	to	shift	the	focus	of	transitional	justice	away	from	an	emphasis	on	disruptive	events.	
																																																								20	Alcalá	and	Baines,	“Editorial	Note,”	387.	21	See,	“The	idea	of	transition	suggests	the	dramatic	end	of	one	era	and	the	commencement	of	a	new	one.“	Z.	Miller,	“(Re)Distributing	Transition,”	International	Journal	of	Transitional	Justice	7,	no.	2	(July	1,	2013):	378.	22	I	refer	to	"redemtive"	in	the	account	of	Makau	Mutua.	She	argues,	“the	redemption	or	salvation	of	the	State	is	solely	dependent	on	its	submission	to	human	rights	norms,”	and	“there	is	also	a	sense	in	which	human	rights	can	be	seen	as	a	project	for	the	redemption	of	the	redeemers.	“	Makau	Mutua,	“Savages,	Victims,	and	Saviors:	The	Metaphor	of	Human	Rights,”	Harvard	International	Law	Journal	42	(2001):	207–8.	See	also	in	Ruti	Teitel’s	word	the	phase	II	of	transitional	justice	aimed	for	a	form	of	law	that	offers	“a	universalizing	language	about	the	aims	of	forgiveness	and	the	possibility	of	political	redemption.”	Ruti	G.	Teitel,	“Transitional	Justice	Genealogy	Human	Rights	in	Transition,”	Harvard	Human	Rights	Journal	16	(2003):	82.	
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								 Focusing	on	continuity,	rather	than	rupture	or	discreet	events,	allows	the	enduring	nature	of	serial	displacements	in	the	city	of	Medellin	to	come	into	view.	Yet,	in	Medellin	violence	of	intra-urban	displacement	is	discursively	disconnected	from	the	broader	internal	conflict	and	relegated	to	the	realm	of	ordinary	crime.	Thus,	the	continuity	of	violence	becomes	hidden	and	therefore	difficult	to	address.									 On	one	hand,	multiple	displacements	result	in	a	pervasive	sense	of	non-belonging	and	lack	of	civic	trust,	which	in	turn	limits	citizenship	of	the	displaced	persons	in	the	city.	This	situation	presents	an	inversion	of	Hannah	Arendt’s	reflection	on	the	stateless:	those	who	are	considered	to	be	excluded	from	the	legal	citizen	status	of	the	State	and	therefore	deprived	of	their	political	community.23	In	the	context	of	intra-urban	displacement	in	Colombia,	the	displaced	individual	legally	constitutes	a	citizen	of	the	nation	but	her/his	partaking	in	the	political	community	is	limited	through	territorial	stigmatization	that	generates	a	feeling	of	non-belonging,	of	non-places24and	the	absence	of	substantial	rights.		Ultimately,	such sidelining dynamics result in a common pattern that speaks to the difficulty 
of imagining peace.	If we do not recognize the continuity and enduring nature of violence as 
simultaneously existing with the dynamics of peace, it is, in turn, difficult to imagine (and struggle 
for) peace when violence is ongoing. Hence,	through	the	absent	recognition	of	continuity,	those	transitions	to	justice	become	a	space	where	the	evil	of	specific	harms	has	been	discredited	and	relegated	to	the	past,	whereas	the	future	of	systemic	justice	and	peace	is	constantly	postponed.		
																																																								23	Hannah	Arendt,	The	Origins	of	Totalitarianism	(Cleveland:	World	Pub.	Co,	c1958),	291.	24	Defined	in	the	following	as	a	place	where	“people	are	always	and	never	at	home.”	Marc	Augé,	Non-Places	(New	York:	Verso,	2008),	78.	
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	 According	to	Adriana	Gil,	statelessness	is	a	liminal	case	of	forced	displacement.331	Considering	displacement	in	those	terms,	it	generates	the	expulsion	from	the	human	community	through	the	practical	impossibility	to	find	“another	place	on	earth,”	–	through	the	continuous	feeling	of	non-belonging.			 First,	returning	to	Wacquant,	the	spaces	of	marginality	are	containers	and	markers	of	non-belonging	and	distancing.”332	Referring	to	the	fragile	places	of	arrival	and	constant	displacement	within	the	city,	Eva	and	Carlos	designate	as	the	most	arduous	consequence	of	intra-urban	and	internal	displacement	the	experience	of	always	arriving	as	unknown	and	remaining	unknown.333	Ariella	affirms	that,	the	permanent	loss	of	a	place	is	very	difficult.	She	adds,	“I	never	felt	a	sense	of	belonging	anywhere.”			 According	to	Melissa	Parker,	attached	to	emotional	aspects	of	displacement	are	often	a	sense	of	estrangement,	alienation,	depersonalization	and	sometimes	a	feeling	of	non-belonging.334	As	previously	mentioned,	intra-urban	displacement	often	causes	family	disintegration	that	stresses	the	feeling	of	having	no-place	in	the	city.	335Nadia	pointed	out	that	she	lost	her	friendships	through	intra-urban	displacement.		She	also	explained	that	she	ended	up	alone	because	“we	did	not	fit	in	any	place.”	The	inhabitants	of	her	new	neighborhood	rejected	her	as	a	new	arrival.	In	this	context,	belonging	can	be	an	act	of	self-	identification	or	identification	by	others.336	Nadia,	who	experienced	several	intra-urban	displacements,	explains,	“It	is	very	difficult	to	identify	with	a	region	where	nobody	knows	oneself.	One	arrives	as	a	stranger.”	She	adds,	“Often,	months	after	the	arrival,	one	remains	a	stranger.	Until																																																									331	Gil,	Lugares,	procesos	y	migrantes,	20.	332	Wacquant,	“The	Rise	of	Advanced	Marginality,”	134.	333	Interview	with	Eva,	July	10,	2016,	Medellin;	Interview	with	Carlos,	July	17,	2016,	Medellin.	334	Melissa	Parker.	David	Parkin,	“Mementoes	as	Transitional	Objects	in	Human	Displacement,”	Journal	of	
Material	Culture	4,	no.	3	(November	1,	1999):	303.	335	Osorio	Perez,	Territorialidades	en	suspenso	desplazamiento	forzado,	identidades	y	resistencias,	29.	336	Nira	Yuval-Davis,	“Belonging	and	the	Politics	of	Belonging,”	Patterns	of	Prejudice	40,	no.	3	(July	2006):	199.	
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today	I	have	no	friendships	there	[in	her	new	neighborhood].”	This	account	illustrates	how	one	perceives	oneself	as	external	to	the	city.	Yet,	Nadia’s	observation	also	shows	how	one	is	perceived	by	others	as	stranger,	which	may	impede	the	process	of	building	lasting	social	relationships.		Moreover,	the	expulsion	from	a	place	in	the	city	that	has	been	called	home	for	several	years	results	in	a	strong	feeling	of	insecurity.	Belonging	is	about	emotional	attachment,	about	feeling	“at	home”	and	about	feeling	“safe.”337	Nadia	explains,	“No	one	is	safe	in	any	place	(...)	After	victimization	such	as	forced	disappearance	or	forced	displacement,	one	is	not	secure	anywhere.”338		She	concludes,	“There	is	no	place.”		Elizabeth	Colson	argues	that	forcibly	displaced	persons	frequently	fear	new	cycles	of	displacement	even	several	years	after	their	first	displacement.339	She	coins	this	as	emotional	state	of	“permanent	readiness,”	which	relates	to	a	constant	feeling	of	non-belonging.		Carla	and	Maria	point	out	that	displaced	persons	often	note,	“If	my	mom	has	been	displaced,	I	know	that	I	always	can	be	displaced	as	well.”340	Hence,	displacement	often	conveys	the	feeling	of	constant	risk.341	Katja,	who	has	been	displaced	from	the	neighborhood	of	Buenos	Aires	to	La	Loma,	explains	that	she	already	expects	being	displaced	again.	She	feels	being	in	a	constant	state	of	movement.342	Hence,	the	permanent	sensation	that	displacement	can	always	return	is	experienced	as	a	continuous	family	story.		
																																																								337	Yuval-Davis,	“Belonging	and	the	Politics	of	Belonging,”	197.	338	“Ninguno	esta	seguro	por	ningun	lado”		(…)	uno	despues	de	un	hecho	victimizante	como	la	desapparicion	
forzada	o	la	desaparicion	forzada	no	se	encuentra	seguro	en	ningun	lugar,”	Interview	with	Nadia,	July	16,	2016,	Medellin.	339	Elizabeth	Colson.	David	Parkin,	“Mementoes	as	Transitional	Objects	in	Human	Displacement,”	303.	340	“Si	mi	mama	fue	desplazada,	yo	sé	que	siempre	podia	ser	desplazada.”	Interview	with	Carla	Calle	Sanchez	and	Maria	Lopez	at	the	Registro	Único	de	las	Víctimas,	July,	25,	Medelllin.	341	David	Parkin,	“Mementoes	as	Transitional	Objects	in	Human	Displacement,”	303.		342	Interview	with	Katja,	July	11,	2016,	Medellin.	
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	 The	conflict	in	Colombia	is	a	war	for	the	national	construction	of	the	State.343	However,	contrary	to	the	observations	by	Arendt,	Colombia	is	characterized	by	an	absence	or,	rather,	fragmentation	of	state	sovereignty.	It	is	a	“sovereignty	in	permanent	dispute”	for	which	the	rights	of	vulnerable	segments	of	society	are	relegated	to	the	margins,	to	virtuality.344	On	one	hand,	the	State	might	have	to	give	up	its	authority	to	informal	hegemonic	groups	in	particular	territories	in	the	city.	On	the	other	hand,	the	State	is	complicit	in	the	maintenance	of	the	authority	of	those	alternative	groups	in	certain	areas	by	acting	in	collaboration	with	paramilitary	or	militias.345	In	Colombia,	the	displaced	are	not	stateless	de	jure	in	the	manner	that	might	apply	to	those	that	had	to	flee	their	nation	and	cross	borders,	resulting	in	a	realm	of	rightlessness	through	their	status	as	non-citizens.		However,	they	can	be	considered	as	de	
facto	stateless.	The	uprooting	of	their	homes	is	perpetrated	by	alternative	sovereignties	to	which	the	displaced	need	to	obey	in	order	to	save	their	lives.	As	a	result,	there	is	no	effective	protection	by	the	State	for	the	displaced.				 According	to	Margareth	Somers,	citizenship	is	more	profound	than	just	holding	a	legal	status	in	a	nation.	It	goes	back	to	the	very	right	to	have	rights.346	In	Medellin,	particularly	the	displaced	population	in	the	urban	realm	can	hardly	claim	substantial	rights	without	formally	
being	beyond	the	law.	They	hold	formal	rights.	This	relates,	first,	to	the	absence	of	effective	rights	and	adequate	institutional	structures	to	claim	them.	And	second,	this	originates	from	
																																																								343	Angarita	Cañas	and	INER	(Organization),	Balance	de	Los	Estudios	Sobre	Violencia	En	Antioquia,	58.	344	María	Teresa	Uribe	de	Hincapié,	“Las	soberanías	en	vilo	en	un	contexto	de	guerra	y	paz,”	Estudios	Políticos	0,	no.	13	(December	15,	1998):	23.	345	A	cooperation	between	paramilitary	and	the	State	occurred	through	interventions	in	the	Comuna	13	In	Medellin,	called	Operación	Orión,	Operación	Mariscal	and	Operación	Estrella.	See,	Comisión	Nacional	de	Reparación	y	Reconciliación	(Colombia)	Área	de	Memoria	Histórica,	La	huella	invisible	de	la	guerra,	89.	346	Margaret	R.	Somers,	Genealogies	of	Citizenship :	Markets,	Statelessness,	and	the	Right	to	Have	Rights	(New	York:	Cambridge	University	Press,	2008),	10.	
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the	feeling	of	fear,	as	previously	explained,	contained	in	trans-generational	memories	of	violence,347	that	lead	to	self-censorship.		 Most	of	the	victims	of	forced	displacement	that	were	interviewed	did	not	know	about	their	rights.	They	recalled	that	only	a	significant	time	later,	they	realized	that	their	displacement	could	be	a	crime	and	could	be	repaired	as	well.	Moreover,	legal	structures	of	the	aforementioned	transitional	justice	framework	also	hindered	the	recognition	of	those	rights.	Katja	only	denounced	the	forced	disappearances	of	her	son	five	years	later,	since	his	disappearance	had	been	understood	as	ordinary	crime.	She	adds,	“But	we	lived	in	this	Comuna	for	a	long	time	and	we	know	that	they	were	the	same	paramilitaries	as	always.”	Katja	had	to	move	away	from	this	zone	as	she	feared	that	the	same	would	happen	to	her	other	children.	Yet,	the	institutions	in	charge	denied	the	registration	as	a	victim	for	intra-urban	displacement	since	the	original	reason	for	it	was	not	considered	a	crime	in	relation	to	the	internal	Colombian	conflict.	Furthermore,	the	institutional	structure	for	registering	as	a	victim	is	complicated	for	those	in	a	marginalized	situation,	particularly	due	to	the	crime	experienced.	In	relation	to	the	right	to	hold	rights,	Katja	explains,	“You	have	to	fight	a	lot,	you	have	to	get	up	early	at	3	in	the	morning,	lose	all	day,	many	times	until	3	or	4	in	the	afternoon,	travel	for	the	papers	so	that	they	include	them.	The	compensation	they	give	makes	a	mockery	of	our	situation	(...)	much	has	not	been	done	for	the	victims.”348	Martha	tried	to	register	her	internal	displacement	from	the	rural	zone	in	Antioquia	to	Medellin	but	has	been	rejected	because	she	was	registered	as	a	citizen	in	Medellin.	This	meant	that	she	was	not	recognized	as	being	
																																																								347	Alcalá	and	Martínez,	Poniendo	tierra	de	por	medio,	384.	348	“Hay	que	luchar	mucho,	hay	que	madrugar	a	las	3	de	la	manana,	perder	todo	el	dia,	muchas	veces	hasta	las	3	o	4	
de	la	tarde,	viajaba	para	los	papeles	para	que	ellos	los	incluian	y	la	indemnizacion	que	l	dan	a	uno,	es	como	una	
burla	(…)	no	se	hace	mucho	par	alas	victimas,”	Interview	with	Katja,	July	11,	2016,	Medellin.	
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displaced	from	the	rural	area	to	the	town.	Martha	affirms,	“These	are	intimidating	strategies	that	mostly	affect	the	peasants.”		In	relation	to	the	fragmentation	of	the	State’s	authority	in	certain	regions	in	the	city,	Artehortua	recounts	that	the	Colombian	state	is	always	present	via	bureaucratic	institutions.349	From	these	bureaucratic	institutions	derives	the	image	of	the	displaced	as	first	class	citizen.350	Formally,	s/he	is	eligible	to	enjoy	a	wide	range	of	rights	that	should	serve	his/her	protection.	Yet,	although	the	victim	formally	holds	more	rights	than	any	other	citizen,	s/he	substantially	holds	less	than	any	other	citizen.	S/he	has	rights	formally,	yet	does	not	experience	those	rights	in	reality.	A	member	of	the	Registro	Unico	de	Victimas	reveals	that	there	is	no	follow-up	for	the	conditions	for	the	displaced	populations.	Sometimes	they	are	waiting	over	8	years	for	compensation.	As	in	Arendt’s	account,	despite	the	codification	of	the	rights	of	the	displaced	and	the	workings	of	bureaucratic	institutions	that	should	assure	one´s	rights,	the	latter	is	too	abstract	to	protect	in	concrete	states	of	vulnerability.		 Rights	are	not	only	neglected	due	to	the	lack	of	effectiveness,	but	also	through	the	aforementioned	temporal	limitedness	of	their	application.	This	derives	precisely	from	the	fact	that	the	State,	through	the	implemented	legal	framework,	conceives	intra-urban	displacement	as	a	transition,	which	contradicts	the	aforementioned	effects	of	territorial	stigma	and	the	lasting	transmission	of	memories	of	violence.	For	instance,	Carla,	74	years	old,	narrates	that	her	displacement	from	Uraba	to	Medellin	has	not	been	recognized	because	it	happened	in	1982,	which	was	before	the	period	of	time	in	the	scope	of	the	Victim	Law.		
																																																								349	“Es	una	bureaucracia	politica	y	juridical.”	Interview	with	Clara	Artehortua	Arrendondo,	July	12,	2016,	Medellin.	350	Interview	with	Hernando	Muñoz,	Departamientode	Humanidades,	Universidad	de	Antioquia,	July	28,	2016,	Medellin.		
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	 Ultimately,	the	spatial	imaginary	of	violence	attached	to	certain	categories	of	citizens,	such	as	the	displaced,	result	in	auto-censorship	This	does	not	only	mark	identities	but	the	very	possibility	to	exert	citizenship.	As	previously	mentioned,	the	spatial	imaginary	of	violence	designated	the	displaced	as	“beggar	that	brings	violence	to	the	city”.	This	imaginary	derives	from	the	memories	transmitted	over	several	generations.	In	this	discourse,	fear	as	an	emotional	regime	controls	a	body	of	social	responses	about	"who	is	part	of	the	nation",	the	"we",	and	who	is	excluded.351	Regarding	the	dynamics	of	displacement,	Ana	explains	that,	“There	was	no	direct	threat,	but	the	circumstances	forced	us.”352	However,	she	immediately	admits,		“When	you	go	ask	my	mom	or	grandmother	if	they	were	displaced,	they	will	say	‘we	are	not	displaced’	but	yes,	we	are	displaced.	But	my	grandmother	would	never	accept	recognition	as	displaced	because	in	terms	of	status	it	is	less,	because	for	the	people,	the	image	of	the	displaced	is	the	person	who	is	begging	there,	in	the	streets.”353	The	fear	of	being	designated	as	displaced	results	from	the	social	exclusion	associated	with	this	status.	The	result	is	a	behavior	that	could	be	explained	with	W.E.B.	Du	Bois	notion	of	double-consciousness,	as	“always	looking	at	[oneself]	through	the	eyes	of	others.”354	The	imaginary	of	the	displaced	as	“beggar”,	that	is	conveyed	by	others,	becomes	internalized	by	those	who	are	affected	by	serial	displacement.	Therefore,	they	refuse	the	self-identification	with	the	status	of	a	displaced	person.	Thus,	they	frequently	do	not	register	as	victims	of	displacement	in	state	institutions.	According	to	Ana,																																																									351	Alcalá	and	Martínez,	Poniendo	tierra	de	por	medio,	387.	352	“No	hubo	una	amenaza	directa,	pero	las	circumstancias	nos	obligaron.”	Interview	with	Ana,	July	14,	2016,	Medellin.	353	“Cuando	vas	preguntar	a	mi	mama	o	mi	abuela	si	eran	desplazadas,	van	a	decir	‘no	somos	desplazadas’	pero	si	
somos	desplazados.		pero	mi	abuela	nunca	aceptaria	de	reconocerse	como	desplazada	porque	en	terminos	de	
estatuto	es	menos,	porque	para	la	gente		el	imaginario	del	desplazado	es	la	persona	que	esta	por	alli	mendigando,”	Interview	with	Ana,	July	14,	2016,	Medellin.	354	W.	E.	B.	(William	Edward	Burghardt)	Du	Bois,	The	Souls	of	Black	Folk	[Electronic	Resource] :	Essays	and	
Sketches	(Chapel	Hill,	N.C.:	Academic	Affairs	Library,	University	of	North	Carolina	at	Chapel	Hill,	2001),	10–11.	
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“The	figure	of	the	displaced	was	formalized	in	terms	of	that	person	that	needs	help	and	
assistance,	that	person	who	is	begging.	This	is	the	reason	why	they	will	never	ask	for	help.	For	
them,	the	fact	that	no	one	has	gone	to	their	house	to	tell	them	directly	that	they	have	to	leave	
does	not	make	them	displaced	because	finally	'You	decided	to	leave.'	So,	many	people	did	
perceive	their	displacement	as	a	crime	and	I'm	talking	about	the	majority	of	the	population.”355	
	The	displaced	population	within	the	city	does	not	see	themselves	as	“rights	holder”	in	relation	to	a	crime	–intra-urban	displacement	–	that	they	themselves	do	not	consider	to	be	a	crime.	Or	it	is	simply	secondary	to	the	other	forms	of	victimizations	that	they	experienced	(second	evil).	They	become	almost	“complicit”	in	a	system	that	conveys	values	that	have	become	internalized	over	decades.	Ana’s	account	illustrates	the	difficulty	of	registering	and	claiming	rights	for	displacement	in	relation	to	the	internalized	status	of	dignity	associated	with	the	displaced.	She	notes,	
“My	family	does	not	assume	themselves	as	displaced	people.	They	do	not	see	that	category	as	
being	for	them.	They	have	never	sought	the	support	of	the	State	because	it	is	[formally]	assumed	
that	the	status	as	displaced	refers	to	something	dignified,	but	people	do	not	see	it	as	dignified.	
My	grandmother	does	not	see	it	as	dignified	at	all.”356	
		 According	to	Arendt,	the	three	previously	mentioned	conditions	deny	the	stateless	one´s	basic	human	dignity.	It	seems	striking	that,	through	the	workings	of	slow	violence,	the	displaced	persons	frequently	see	themselves	obliged	to	reject	their	right	to	have	rights	in	order	to	sustain	one´s	human	dignity.		
																																																								355	“La	figura	del	desplazado	se	se	formalizó	en	términos	de	aquela	persona	a	que	se	da	asistencia,	aquela	
persona	que	está	mendigando,	es	la	razon	porque	nunca	van	a	preguntar	ayuda.	para	ellos	el	hecho	que	nadie	haya	
ido	a	la	casa	para	decirles	directamente	que	se	fueron,		no	les	hace	desplazados	porque	finalmente	‘Tú	decidiste	
irte.’	entonces	mucha	gente	no	lo	vi	así	y	estoy	hablando	de	la	mayoria	de	la	población.”	Interview	with	Ana,	July	14,	2016,	Medellin.	356	“Mi	familia	no	se	asume	como	desplazados	no	ven	esa	categoría	entre	ellos	y	nunca	han	buscado	el	apoyo	del	
estado	porque	se	supone	que	el	estatus	como	desplazado	da	algo	digno,		pero	la	gente	no	lo	ve	como	digno		en	la	
casa	de	mi	abuela	es	básicamente	porque	no	lo	ve	digno,”	Interview	with	Ana,	July	14,	2016,	Medellin.	
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One	of	the	core	goals	of	transitional	justice	“is	to	return	the	status	of	citizens	to	individuals.”357	Yet,	in	the	face	of	the	three	losses,	–	the	loss	of	home,	the	loss	of	protection	by	the	State,	and	the	being	beyond	or	outside	of	the	law,	–	the	State	lacks	adequate	possibilities	to	make	rights	accessible	for	the	displaced	population	in	Medellin.	This	results	in	limited	modes	of	citizenship.	The	loss	of	holding	the	right	to	rights	and	access	to	reparations	refers	to	the	absence	of	possibilities	to	partake	in	the	political	community.	Thus,	it	is	difficult	to	re-build	“civic	trust”	as	a	condition	of	systemic	justice	since	the	former	is	contingent	on	an	understanding	of	citizens	as	fellow	members	of	the	same	political	community.358	In	return,	the	inclusion	in	the	demos	and	the	recognition	of	the	displaced	individual	as	“right	holder”,	not	only	by	the	State,	but	in	one’s	everyday	practices	–	as	“everyday	peace”	in	David	Roberts	terms,	–	becomes	critical	for	transformative	and	systemic	justice.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
																																																									357	De	Greiff,	“Justice	and	Reparations,”	460.	358	Ibid.,	462.		
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Part	III.	Non-Places,	Non-Peace,	Non-Belonging?	On	Transitions	to	Systemic	Justice.			
“Transitional	Justice	is	a	ruse	that	promises	that		
someday	over	the	rainbow	we	will	find	justice.		
The	justice	they	promise	is	illusory.”359	
-	Blogger	from	Bogotá		 So	far,	this	thesis	has	shown	two	of	the	central	aspects	of	the	dynamics	of	forced	intra-urban	displacement	articulated	in	the	research	interviews.		First,	there	exists	intergenerational	transmission(s)	of	memories	of	violence	that	refer	to	spatial	categories	of	places	and	persons.	Second,	visions	of	linear	transitions	and	a	focus	on	a	specific	set	of	time-limited	harm	do	not	account	for	the	enduring	nature	of	serial	displacement	and	violence	in	space	and	time.	The	gap	between	the	actual	legal	framework	for	the	transition	to	(regular)	justice	and	the	lived	experiences	of	intra-urban	displacement	points	to	a	larger	tendency	in	theorizing	transitional	justice.	Current	transitional	justice	debates	often	overlook	the	continuous	navigation	of	violence,	peace	and	justice	by	local	actors	in	the	everyday.			
a. Situating	Violence	as	Spatio-Temporal:	Towards	an	Understanding	of	Slow	Violence.		 Transitional	justice	as	a	term	can	be	traced	back	to	World	War	I	and	then	was	further	developed	in	the	wake	of	the	Nuremberg	and	Tokyo	trials	in	1945,	which	instilled	it	as	the	lasting	paradigm	for	transitional	justice	debates.360	It	gained	traction	in	legal	and	political	theory	because	of	the	various	transitions	of	the	East	European	countries,	the	unraveling	of	a	larger	number	of	Latin	American	dictatorships	and,	in	the	early	nineties,	South	Africa’s	
																																																								359	“The	Language	of	Peace,”	Colombia	Peace,	May	5,	2016,	https://colombiapeace.wordpress.com/2016/05/05/the-language-of-peace/.	360	Ruti	G.	Teitel,	“Transitional	Justice	Genealogy	Human	Rights	in	Transition,”	76.	
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transition	from	Apartheid	to	democracy.	361		By	the	post-Cold	War	era,	transitional	justice	advocacy	became	associated	with	an	international	agenda	to	promote	goals	that	were	less	explicitly	political:	conflict	resolution	and	the	strengthening	of	the	rule	of	law.362	Transitional	justice,	according	to	Ruti	Teitel,	can	be	defined	as	“the	conception	of	justice	associated	with	periods	of	political	change,	characterized	by	legal	responses	to	confront	the	wrongdoings	of	repressive	predecessor	regimes.”363	The	United	Nations	understand	Transitional	Justice	as	being	linked	to	“the	full	range	of	processes	and	mechanisms	associated	with	a	society´s	attempts	to	come	to	terms	with	a	legacy	of	large-scale	abuses.”364	As	“those	sets	of	tools	can	be	employed	mutually,”365	the	founding	discussions	surrounding	transition(s)	to	justice	have	vividly	addressed	the	interdependence	of	justice,	truth,	reconciliation	and	peace	in	terms	of	its	mechanisms.366	David	Crocker	proposes,	“To	decide	among	the	diverse	tools	[of	transitional	justice],	as	well	as	to	fashion,	combine	and	sequence	them”	by	setting	clear	”objectives	for	its	measures.“367	The	development	of	a	“tool-box-thinking”	strategy	led	to	a	linear	conception	of	transition	defining	categories	of	conflict,	particular	forms	of	violence	and	exclusion	of	others;	it	generated	a	moral	consensus	on	evil	as	specific	harm.368			 Nevertheless,	in	the	recent	decades	a	shift	of	transitional	justice	theorizing	centered	on	a	more	long-term	and	nuanced	analysis	dealing	with	underlying	root	causes	and	their	specific	causalities	and	possibilities	for	redress.	Justice,	peace	and	democracy	have	become																																																									361	See,	Teitel,	“Transitional	Justice	Genealogy	Human	Rights	in	Transition,”	70.		362	Bronwyn	Anne	Leebaw,	“The	Irreconcilable	Goals	of	Transitional	Justice,”	Human	Rights	Quarterly	30,	no.	1	(2008):	106.	363	Teitel,	“Transitional	Justice	Genealogy	Human	Rights	in	Transition,”	69.		364	Security	Council,	“The	rule	of	la	wand	transitional	justice	in	conflict	and	in	conflict	societies,“	(S/2004/616),	August	3,	2004,	(1-21)	§	8,	4.		365	Neil	J.	Kritz,	“Progress	and	Humility:	The	Ongoing	Search	for	Postconflict	Justice,”	Emeritus	Distinguished	Research	Professor	of	Law	M.	Cherif	Bassiouni,	ed.,	Post	Conflict	Justice	(Ardsley,	N.Y:	Brill	-	Nijhoff,	2002),	57.		366	Miller,	“(Re)Distributing	Transition,”	371.	367	Crocker,	“Reckoning	with	Past	Wrongs,”	45.	368	See,	Meister,	After	Evil,	14;		Khanyisela	Moyo,“Feminism,	Postcolonial	Legal	Theory	and	Transitional	Justice:	A	Critique	of	Current	Trends,“	International	Human	Rights	Law	Review	1	(2012):	239.	
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understood	as	not	mutually	exclusive	objectives,	but	rather	mutually	reinforcing	imperatives.369	Gradually,	it	has	been	acknowledged	that	public	addressing	of	structural	inequalities	and	the	implementation	of	socioeconomic	reforms	are	indispensable	factors	for	a	successful	process	of	reconciliation	in	order	to	inhibit	“the	risk	(…)	that	the	same	factors	that	caused	the	initial	war	are	usually	still	present.”370	Hence,	to	tackle	structural	violence	is	understood	as	paramount	for	achieving	the	goals	of	non-repetition.	More	critical	views	on	the	artificiality	of	transitional	justice	mechanisms	–	due	to	its	focus	on	civil	and	political	rights	and	the	narrow	framework	on	understanding	violence	and	peace	-	emerged.371	For	instance,	Fionnuala	Ni	Aolain	points	to	the	fact	that	“the	transitional	justice	tool-kit“	does	little	to	address	the	structural	discrimination,	inequality	and	violence.372	Khanyisela	Moyo	and	David	Chandler	criticize	the	liberal	and	postcolonial	implications	of	liberal	peace	frameworks	in	transitional	justice	and	humanitarian	policies.373	Similarly,	Rosemary	Nagy	argued	that	transitional	justice	is	frequently	reduced	to	certain	sets	of	mechanisms	that	apply	only	to	a	specific	set	of	actors	and	crimes.374	Kieran	McEvoy,	Rami	Mani,	Graeme	Simpson	and	Wendy	Lambourne	advocated	in	favor	of	a	more	holistic	perspective	on	justice	“that	takes	into	
																																																								369	Security	Council,	“The	rule	of	law	and	transitional	justice	in	conflict	and	in	conflict	societies,“	1.		370	Charles	Villa-Vicencio,	Walk	with	Us	and	Listen :	Political	Reconciliation	in	Africa	(Washington,	D.C.:	Georgetown	University	Press,	c2009),	110.	371	See	Krista	Thomason,	“Transitional	Justice	as	Structural	Justice,”	Forthcoming	in	Theorizing	Transitional	
Justice	with	Ashgate,	accessed	January	19,	2017;	Louise	Arbour,	‘Economic	and	Social	Justice	for	Societies	in	Transition,’	NYU	Journal	of	International	Law	and	Politics	40	(2007):	1–27;	Rama	Mani,	‘Balancing	Peace	with	Justice	in	the	Aftermath	of	Violent	Conflict,’	Development	48(3)	(2005):	25–34.	372	Fionnuala	Ní	Aoláin,	“Justice	in	Times	of	Transition:	A	Reflection	on	Transitional	Justice,”	2013,	57,	http://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/163486.	373	See,	Moyo,“Feminism,	Postcolonial	Legal	Theory	and	Transitional	Justice:	A	Critique	of	Current	Trends,“	David	Chandler,	“Resilience	and	the	‘Everyday’:	beyond	the	Paradox	of	‘Liberal	Peace,’”	Review	of	International	Studies;	
London	41,	no.	1	(January	2015):	27–48.	374	Rosemary	Nagy,	“Transitional	Justice	as	Global	Project:	Critical	Reflections,”	Third	World	Quarterly	29,	no.	2	(2008):	257.	
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account	the	expectations	of	affected	communities.“375	In	2011,	the	United	Nations	outline	an	approach	that	addresses	underlying	root	causes	of	conflict	by	advancing	the	realization	of	economic	and	social	rights.376	Those	understandings	of	crime	and	violence	imply	a	consideration	of	both	past	and	future	factors	to	justice,	seeking	accountability	of	institutions	to	restore	civic	trust,	and	investing	in	re-distributive	justice	to	redress	socio-political	inequalities.			 Following	those	observations,	studies	concerning	the	re-emergence	of	violence	and	structural	marginalization	acknowledge	that	there	exists	a	persistent	undirected	violence	that	works	through	the	global	as	well	as	the	local	system(s)	of	power.	This	view	gave	rise	to	a	broader	recognition	of	systemic	violent	experiences	and	of	traumatized	populations	over	time.377	Thus,	it	adds	the	dimension	of	time	to	the	understanding	of	violence.	A	shift	in	acknowledging	the	workings	of	painful	memories	as	object	of	a	more	holistic	approach	to	justice	and	to	the	impact	of	political	violence	emerged.	This	approach	deals	with	“how	societies	and	individuals	in	the	aftermath	of	war	and	repression	reconstruct	meaning	in	social,	political	and	psychological	terms.”378	As	a	consequence,	more	research	has	emerged	on	the	workings	of	violence	over	time	to	address	historical	injustices	and	processes	of	healing.		However,	as	we	have	seen	in	relation	to	intra-urban	displacement	a	focus	on	trauma	as	rupture	of	the	everyday	and	individually	redressable	violence	has	to	be	critically	examined.	As	
																																																								375	See,	Kieran	McEvoy	and	Lorna	McGregor,	eds.,	Transitional	Justice	from	Below:	Grassroots	Activism	and	the	
Struggle	for	Change	(Oxford ;	Portland,	Or:	Hart	Publishing,	2008);	Gready	and	Robins,	“From	Transitional	to	Transformative	Justice;”	Graeme	Simpson,	“From	the	Normative	to	the	Transformative:	Defining	and	Promoting	Justice	and	Human	Rights	as	Part	of	Conflict	Prevention	and	Peacebuilding,”	Working	Paper,	(2015):	1-45;	Wendy	Lambourne	“Transformative	justice,	reconciliation	and	peacebuilding”	in	Transitional	Justice	Theories,		
Routledge,	2013.	376	Security	Council,	“The	rule	of	law	and	transitional	justice	in	conflict	and	in	conflict	societies,“	§	52.	377	See,	Pupavac,	“Therapeutic	Governance”;	Fassin,	The	Empire	of	Trauma.	378	Hamper,	Brendon.“Dealing	with	Painful	Memories	and	Violent	Pasts:	Towards	a	Framework	for	Contextual	Understanding,”	5.	
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a	critique	of	state-managed	trauma	processes,	Vanessa	Pupavac	has	argued	that	the	nexus	between	individual	trauma-healing	processes	"proposes	emotional	adjustment	for	societies,	rather	than	material	advancement	of	their	circumstances.”379	Thus	not	only	structural	violence	remains	hidden.	Transitional	justice	frameworks	in	relation	to	displacement	frequently	sideline	systemic	decade-long	slow	violence.	When	individual	healing	is	used	as	a	metaphor	for	national	healing,	this	implies	a	pre-existing	body	politic	or	a	“single	collective	psyche”	with	shared	wounds,	shared	vulnerabilities	and	shared	experience.380	Yet,	the	deference	of	effective	rights	of	urbanely	displaced	populations	precisely	contradicts	the	assumption	of	an	inclusive	membership	in	a	“collective	body	politic.”	As	shown,	these	communities	experience	a	feeling	of	non-belonging	as	well	as	limits	of	citizenship.	The	experiences	of	violence	can	result	from	the	same	event.	However,	those	experiences	are	not	necessarily	shared	and	especially	regarding	historical	vulnerability	and	marginalization	in	relation	to	internal	displacement	and	its	often-unacknowledged	continuation	as	intra-urban	displacement,381	they	are	not	individually	redressable.	Thus,	urbanely	displaced	populations	in	Medellin	that	mostly	suffered	from	state	violence382	carry	a	very	different	memory	inscribed	in	body	and	minds.	This	form	of	memory	leads	to	a	continuity	of	slow	violence	within	the	city.	The	role	of	time	is	critical	to	discussions	of	transitional	justice	as	it	defines	the	type	of	violence	that	can	be	addressed	through	those	frameworks.	The	approach	to	temporality	reorganizes	the	terrain	on	which	we	think	of	injury.	A	shift	from	discreet	or	episodic	understandings	of	violence	to	slow	violence	is	necessary	to	more	adequately	capture	the																																																									379	Pupavac,	“Therapeutic	Governance,”	7.	380	Pupavac,	“Therapeutic	Governance,”	10.	381	Interview	with	Carla	Calle	Sanchez,	Registro	Unico	de	Victimas,	July	23,	2016.	She	depicts	clearly	how	intra-urban	displacement	consists	in	the	continuation	of	internal	displacement	and	derives	from	very	similar	reasons.	382	Lucelly	Villegas	Villegas,	“Estado	del	Arte	de	los	Estudios	sobre	Localidades	y	Violencia,”	in	Balance	de	Los	
Estudios	Sobre	Violencia	En	Antioquia,	ed.	Angarita	Cañas	and	INER		(Municipio	de	Medellín:	Editorial	Universidad	de	Antioquia,	2001),	147.	
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displaced	persons’	experience	in	Medellin.	This	hints	at	a	wider	tendency	in	current	transitional	justice	debates.		
b. From	Linear	Transitions	to	Transformation:	Beyond	a	Serial	Order	of	Time.	Transitions	evoke	the	problem	of	time	and	its	relationship	to	history.	Narrower	human	rights	legalism	often	associated	with	transitional	justice383	amounts	to	an	ideological	erasure	by	which	we	are	no	longer	able	to	see	“alternative	schemes	of	justice”384	as	emancipatory	movements	and	historically	transformative	struggles	(such	as	the	decolonization	movements)	as	legible	forms	of	(transitional)	justice	politics	beyond	specific	transitional	justice	claims.		In	2004,	the	UN	Secretary	General	issued	a	report	outlining	a	framework	for	strengthening	United	Nations	support	for	transitional	justice.		There,	transitional	justice	has	been	defined	as	"the	conception	of	justice	in	periods	of	political	transition.”385	However,	Naomi	Roht-Arriaza	outlines	that	the	term	"transition"	has	always	been	slippery	in	transitional	justice	debates,	which	have	never	clearly	articulated,	"What	the	State	is	'transitioning'	to.”386	Frequently	the	notion	of	transition	implies	that	there	is	a	shift	from	conflict	to	a	transitional	democracy	that	will	be	accountable,	working	towards	peaceful	coexistence.387	The	classical	political	science	definition	of	transition	explains	that	transition	occurs	within	a	circumscribed	duration	linking	two	regimes	–	“an	authoritarian	regime	and	a	
																																																								383	Dustin	N.	Sharp,	“Emancipating	Transitional	Justice	from	the	Bonds	of	the	Paradigmatic	Transition,”	
International	Journal	of	Transitional	Justice	9,	no.	1	(March	1,	2015):	159.	384	Samuel	Moyn,	“A	Powerless	Companion:	Human	Rights	in	the	Age	of	Neoliberalism,”	Law	and	Contemporary	
Problems	77,	no.	4	(2014):	150.	385	Teitel,	“Transitional	Justice	Genealogy	Human	Rights	in	Transition,”69.		386	Naomi	Roht-Arriaza	and	Javier	Mariezcurrena,	eds.,	Transitional	Justice	in	the	Twenty-First	Century:	Beyond	
Truth	versus	Justice	(Cambridge,	UK ;	Cambridge	University	Press,	2006),	1.	387	Barkan,	“Historical	Reconciliation,”	911.	
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liberal	democratic	dispensation.”388	Thus,	according	to	Dustin	Sharp,	transitional	justice	emerged	for	advancing	timely	limited	liberal	political	transitions.389	The	conceptualization	of	these	transitionary	periods	artificially	interrupts	enduring	repercussions	of	the	past	crime	(by	relegating	it	to	the	past)	rather	than	comprehending	its	continuity	in	the	present.	Therefore,	linear	transitions	as	passages	of	“before-and-after”	render	the	understanding	of	spatio-temporal	violence	and	historical	injuries	difficult	to	identify	and	to	address.	The	Colombian	government	envisioned	the	peace	process	and	transition(s)	to	justice	as	exceptional	measures	that	require	the	suspension	of	ordinary	criminal	justice.390	Ruti	Teitel	argues	that	in	the	current	juncture	of	a	“steady-state	phase”	of	transitional	justice	the	application	of	transitional	justice	mechanisms	went	from	being	the	exception	to	being	the	norm.391	In	this	context,	she	notes	that	the	category	of	transition	has	become	“a	persistent	trope,”	in	which	justice	is	transitional.392	For	Meister,	it	is	characteristic	for	periods	of	“transitions”	to	carve	out	a	time	“in	which	our	sins	are	no	longer	a	continuation	of	the	past.“393	Through	redemptive	law	that	responds	to	specific	physical	harm,	transitional	justice	frameworks	reject	to	acknowledge	the	continuity	of	past	evil	and	the	enduring	experience	of	structural	rights	violations	in	the	present.	By	referring	to	the	decline	–“post-ness”–	of	“more	future-orientated	projects”,	John	Torpey	demonstrates	the	workings	of	transitional	justice	as	a	transitional	substitute	that	diminishes	political	expectations.394	Linear	transitions	embody	an	absence	of	systemic	change	because	they	are	in	a	continuous	interim	period.	Thus,	linear																																																									388	Guillermo	A.	O’Donnell,	Philippe	C.	Schmitter,	and	Laurence	Whitehead,	eds.,	Transitions	from	Authoritarian	
Rule.	Comparative	Perspectives	(Baltimore:	Johns	Hopkins	University	Press,	1986),	6.	389	Sharp,	“Emancipating	Transitional	Justice	from	the	Bonds	of	the	Paradigmatic	Transition,”	151.	390	Ibid.13.	391	Teitel,	“Transitional	Justice	Genealogy	Human	Rights	in	Transition,”	71;	Sharp,	“Emancipating	Transitional	Justice	from	the	Bonds	of	the	Paradigmatic	Transition,”154.		392	Teitel,	“Transitional	Justice	Genealogy	Human	Rights	in	Transition,”	85.		393	Meister,	After	Evil,	13	394	Torpey,	Making	Whole	What	Has	Been	Smashed :	On	Reparations	Politics,	8.	
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and	normative	transitional	justice	frameworks	as	such	merely	make	the	continuing	absence	of	justice	today	“more	acceptable	than	it	would	have	been	when	evil	prevailed.“395	Therefore,	the	project	of	time-limited	and	linear	transition(s)	to	justice	marks	the	enduring	nature	of	serial	displacement	as	being	“off”	time.	It	depreciates	the	present	period	as	a	time	for	systemic	
justice.		However,	displaced	persons	articulated	an	enduring	experience	of	serial	displacement	that	calls	for	systemic	justice.	The	accounts	of	intra-urban	displaced	persons	did	not	only	point	to	marginalization	and	collective	and	individual	vulnerability	in	relation	to	the	lack	of	effective	rights.	They	also	indicated	the	arrival	in	the	city	as	an	empowering	event	that	allowed	for	a	restructuring	of	traditional	gender	roles,	access	to	education,	and	possibilities	for	increased	political	activism.396	Despite	the	urgency	to	render	visible	the	displaced	person’s	position	of	vulnerability	and	marginalization	discussed	in	this	study,	it	is	important	to	conceive	of	the	displaced	as	first	and	foremost	a	political	actor.	Julián	explains,		
“The	displacement	was	an	experience	that	I	had	never	imagined,	an	experience	of	knowing	who	
manages	this	country	and	how	it	is	managed	and	the	origin	of	violence,	and	what	I	appreciate	is	
that	I	learned	to	be	in	community,	to	meet	many	lovely	people.“397	
	Forms	of	resistance	derive	from	the	multiple	forms	of	interaction	between	the	habitants	of	those	marginalized	neighborhoods398	that	stress	autonomy,	self-determination	and	independence.399	Carlos	notes,	“I	think	peace	should	begin	from	here,	from	our	territories,”400																																																									395	Ibid.,	84.	396	Osorio	Perez,	Territorialidades	en	suspenso	desplazamiento	forzado,	identidades	y	resistencias,	26.	397	“El	desplazamiento	me	sirvio	como	zona	experiencia	que	nunca	habia	imaginado,	una	experiencia	de	conhecer	
quien	maneja	ese	pais	y	como	maneja	y	del	origen	de	la	violencia,	y	lo	que	agradezco	es	que	aprendi	a	estar	en	
comunidad	a	conhecer	mucha	gente	hermosa.“	Interview	with	Julián,	July	21,	2016,	Medellin.	398	Maria	Teresa	Uribe	Handicapé,	“Notas	preliminaries	sobre	resistencias	de	la	sociedad	civil	en	un	context	de	guerras	y	transacciones,”	Estudios	Politicos	No.	29,	Medellin,	Julio-diciembre	(2006):	64.	399	Maria	Teresa	Uribe	Handicapé,	“Notas	preliminaries	sobre	resistencias	de	la	sociedad	civil	en	un	context	de	guerras	y	transacciones,”	75.	400	“Creo	que	la	paz	empieza	de	aqui	–	de	nuestros	territories.”	Interview	with	Pedro,	Medellin.		
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referring	to	his	own	peripheral	neighborhood	and	community	in	the	city.	Martha	affirms	that	peace	has	to	begin	from	the	personal	but	in	relation	to	a	radical	transformation	of	the	system,401	and	Eva	claims	a	peace	not	only	for	one	but	for	all.402	These	accounts	refer	to	systemic	projects	of	justice	rather	than	to	simple	politics	of	individual	reparation	in	relation	to	specific	suffering.	They	speak	to	the	relationship	between	the	victim	and	structural	beneficiaries	of	past	crime.	The	needs	resulting	from	the	enduring	nature	of	serial	displacement	go	beyond	the	art	of	governance	of	punctual	and	time-limited	benefits	of	reparations.		Justice	is	renegotiated	in	the	moments	of	daily	life	and	contingent	on	it.403	There	is	no	beginning	and	no	end,	but	change	and	continuity.	In	Medellin,	the	difficulties	deriving	from	a	range	of	dynamics	–	including	the	limited	timeframe	in	which	residents	can	register	for	intra-urban	displacement,	the	slipping	of	violence	into	the	everyday	as	a	second	evil,	the	territorial	stigma	that	informs	self-censorship	and	the	difficulties	of	developing	civic	trust	as	the	displaced	is	limited	in	her/his	partaking	in	the	broader	political	community	–	illustrate	a	pervasive	neglect	of	this	systemic	justice	longed	for	by	affected	persons.	The	absence	of	systemic	justice	in	the	everyday	evokes	a	biased	and	hegemonic	stance404	of	current	transitional	justice	politics	on	how	to	redress	past	wrongs.		Moreover,	“institutional	fetishism”	and	depoliticized	“technocratic	assistance	policy”	distract	from	any	broader	political	project	of	justice.405	The	most	recent	developments	of	the	Colombian	peace	process	offer	humanitarian	assistance	and	short-term	economic	reparations																																																									401	“La	paz	tiene	que	empezar	desde	lo	personal	pero	en	relación	con	el	sistema	…	con	la	transformación	radical	del	
sistema.”	Interview	with	Martha,	July	22,	2016,	Carmen	de	Viboral,	Antioquia.	402	Interview	with	Eva,	July	10,	2016,	Medellin.	403	Alcalá	and	Baines,	“Editorial	Note,”	386.	404	See,	Balakrishnan	Rajagopal,	“Counter-Hegemonic	International	Law:	Rethinking	Human	Rights	and	Development	as	a	Third	World	Strategy,”	Third	World	Quarterly	27,	no.	5	(2006):	768;	Gready	and	Robins,	“From	Transitional	to	Transformative	Justice,”	341.	405	Vasuki	Nesiah,	“Transitional	Justice	Practice:	Looking	Back,	Moving	Forward,”	Scoping	Study,	May	2016,	
Impunity	Watch	2016,		22.	
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without	proposing	adequate	possibilities	of	long-term	housing	in	the	city.	This	impedes	a	more	equal	distribution	of	resources	and	space	in	the	city	as	broader	political	transformation.	Therefore,	it	limits	transformative	justice	as	“transformative	change”	that	challenges	existing	structures	of	exclusion.	Ultimately,	suffering	is	real	and	it	happens	on	an	unequal	global	scale.	We	just	need	to	recall	Susan	Sontag’s	words,	addressing	a	predominantly	Western	audience	“To	speak	of	reality	[in	relation	to	suffering	of	others]	becoming	a	spectacle	is	breath-taking	provincialism.”406	This	present	study	is	an	account	of	how	memories	live	on	across	several	generations,	which	demonstrates	ongoing	vulnerability	(and	related	suffering)	over	space	and	time.	However,	one	must	call	for	caution	in	theorizing	about	specific	harm,	as	it	risks	a	decoupling	of	historical	possibilities	for	change	and	systemic	transformation	from	human	rights	and	transitional	justice	in	an	era	“after	evil.”407		Wendy	Brown	argued,	“No	effective	project	produces	only	the	consequences	it	aims	to	produce.	Whatever	their	avowed	purpose,	then,	do	human	rights	only	reduce	suffering?	Do	they	(promise	to)	reduce	it	in	a	particular	way	that	precludes	or	negates	other	possible	ways?”408	Focusing	on	the	continuous	consequences	caused	by	historical	injuries	such	as	displacement,	programmatic	transitional	justice	becomes	palliative	of	past	suffering.	Robert	Meister	points	to	the	“illusion	of	historical	closure,”	which	he	defines	as	“the	idea	that	the	opportunity	for	justice	has	been	missed,	and	that	compassion	for	past	suffering	is	a	moral	state	that	justifies	one’s	continuing	to	benefit	from	past	conditions	that	one	now	would	have	
																																																								406	Susan	Sontag,	Regarding	the	Pain	of	Others	(New	York:	Farrar,	Straus	and	Giroux,	2003),	110.	407	Meister,	After	Evil,	1.	408	Wendy	Brown,	“‘The	Most	We	Can	Hope	For.	.	.	’:	Human	Rights	and	the	Politics	of	Fatalism,”	The	South	
Atlantic	Quarterly	103,	no.	2	(June	10,	2004):	453.	
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opposed.“409	My	criticism,	as	I	argue	here,	does	not	speak	to	the	fact	that	we	cannot	think	of	redressing	historical	injustices	because	by	way	of	redressing	them,	we	would	forget	about	why	and	how	they	existed.	I	rather	argue	that	redress	through	linear	transitions	to	justice	upholds	illusions	of	closures	of	lasting	injuries.	Those	closures	contradict	the	very	experience	of	displaced	persons	in	the	everyday	–	where	they	construct	their	sense	of	justice.	They	also	displace	claims	for	systemic	transformation	that	addresses	slow	violence	in	Nixon’s	terms.	In	contrast,	it	is	from	the	demands	of	social	inclusion,	structural	socio-economic	stability,	political	recognition	and	transformative	reparation	that	a	discourse	can	be	articulated	in	which	the	displaced	persons	understand	themselves	as	political	actors.410	In	this	context,	transitional	justice	exposes	an	engagement	with	processes	and	practices	that	are	meaningful	to	individuals’	everyday	lives.	It	alludes	to	the	question	how	to	describe	the	presentness	of	the	past	in	ways	that	make	the	past	indebted	to	the	present.	It	is	critical	to	reverse	the	discussed	current	tendency	of	contemporary	human	rights	discourse	and	transitional	justice	politics	and	related	understandings	of	violence.	This	reversal	offers	a	new	angle	of	the	continuity	of	enduring	violence	over	time	and	space,	its	everyday	experience	of	serial	victimization	and	the	displaced	person’s	role	as	political	actor	capable	of	action	and	thought	that	is	truly	transformative.	 																																																																409	Meister,	After	Evil,	7.	410	Conferencia	Episcopal	Colombiana	et	al.,	Desplazamiento	forzado	en	Antioquia,	1985-1998,	50.	
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“Rage	rises	only	when	there	is	a	reason	to	suspect		
that	conditions	could	be	changed	and	are	not.”	411		-	Hannah	Arendt.	
	
IV.	Conclusion.		
		 This	study	has	shown	that	the	experience	of	violence	by	the	displaced	in	the	city	of	Medellin	is	informed	by	continuity.	First,	by	the	continuity	of	time,	since	intergenerational	memories	of	violence	mark	places	as	places	of	no-return	and	configure	the	territorial	stigma	of	the	displaced.	Second,	by	the	continuity	of	the	experience	of	displacement	in	space,	because	internal	displacement	translates	in	the	city	and	constitutes	an	enduring	phenomenon	of	advanced	marginalization	and	re-victimization	within	the	urban	realm.	Those	spatio-temporal	dynamics	cause	a	permanent	vulnerability	that	can	be	understood	as	slow	violence	in	Nixon’s	terms.	The	Colombian	transitional	justice	mechanisms	lack	a	specifically	urban	focus	in	Medellin	based	on	the	prevention	of	intra-urban	displacement,	which	could	possibly	account	for	the	very	experience	of	continuity	articulated	by	the	displaced	persons	in	the	urban	realm.	The	subjective	feeling	of	injustice	and	lack	of	civic	trust	remains	as	the	continuity	of	this	experience	persists	–	rendered	invisible	through	limited	effective	rights	and	citizenship.	Hence,	those	dynamics	relegate	the	displaced	population	in	the	cities	to	non-places,	to	the	sense	of	non-belonging	and	to	the	imaginary	of	non-peace.		 Fragments	allude	to	a	particular	way	of	inhabiting	the	world.412	Analyzing	fragmented	personal	(hi-)	stories	of	displacement	sheds	light	on	the	ordinariness	of	violence	experienced																																																									411	Hannah	Arendt,	“Reflections	on	Violence,”	in	Selected	Essays	From	the	First	Thirty	Years	of	New	York	Review	of	
Books,	eds.	B.	Epstein	and	R.B.	Silvers,	New	York:	New	York	review	of	Books	(1993):	65-66.	
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in	the	everyday.	Those	accounts	from	enduring	life	experiences,	therefore,	unsettle	narrow	assumptions	about	the	possibilities	of	redress	for	specific	moments	of	past	rights	violations.		Hence,	a	focus	on	how	justice	is	experienced	and	constructed	in	a	continuous	mode	in	the	everyday	reveals	reasons	why	conventional	justice	practices	within	the	transitional	justice	“toolkit”	cannot	respond	to	ongoing	spatio-temporal	injury.	The	lens	of	the	everyday	reveals	justice	to	be	dynamic,	systemic	and	continuously	in	the	process	of	renegotiation.	The	current	focus	of	the	transitional	justice	framework	in	Colombia	on	specific	harm,	which	is	redressable	through	particular	policies	that	aim	for	clear-cut	endings	of	past	wrongdoings,	does	not	look	at	the	systemic	underpinnings	that	made	that	violence	possible	over	time.		If	post-conflict	justice	should	be	maximally	effective	for	the	local	population,	413	transitional	justice	debates	need	to	take	the	experiences	of	people	displaced	within	the	city	seriously.		Yet,	transitional	justice	as	interim	time	between	the	discredited	past	but	“before	justice	begins,”	with	its	mechanisms	and	toolboxes	of	policies	of	redress,	limits	thinking	about	our	past	wrongdoings	as	a	part	of	the	present,	–	as	continuity.	Politics	of	redress	of	specific	harm	put	the	evil	in	the	past.	Yet,	as	Meister	has	argued,	“that	the	past	was	evil	does	not	require	one	to	believe	that	the	evil	is	past.“414	The	fragmented	stories	of	the	displaced	persons	and	the	unwieldy	workings	of	slow	violence	may	then	allude	to	two	aspects.	First,	past	violence	is	lasting,	anchored	in	the	everyday.	Second,	a	turn	to	systemic	justice	has	once	more	to	be	made	urgent	in	present	times.	In	this	critical	political	juncture	in	the	Colombian	peace	process	today,	the	municipality	of	Medellin	stressed	in	relation	to	the	local	transitional	justice	process																																																																																																																																																																																									412	Das,	Life	and	Words	[Electronic	Resource],	7.	413	Neil	J.	Kritz,	“Progress	and	Humility:	The	Ongoing	Search	for	Postconflict	Justice,”	Emeritus	Distinguished	Research	Professor	of	Law	M.	Cherif	Bassiouni,	ed.,	Post	Conflict	Justice	(Ardsley,	N.Y:	Brill	-	Nijhoff,	2002),	59.		414	Meister,	After	Evil,	14.	
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the	importance	of	“encouraging	respect	for	life	and	the	socio-cultural	transformation	through	a	culture	of	peace	that	facilitates	the	peaceful	resolution	of	conflicts.“415	In	order	to	strengthen	a	culture	of	peace	and	systemic	justice	in	Medellin,	however,	it	is	paramount	to	address	intra-urban	displacement	in	terms	of	both,	its	political	and	policy	implications	and	the	related	subjective	sense	of	injustice	articulated	by	the	persons	that	animated	and	contributed	to	this	study.		 Then	the	question	remains:	Can	those	negative	spaces	–	of	non-belonging,	non-place	and	non-peace	–	spark	empowerment	and	resistance	that	renders	visible	the	continuity	of	slow	violence	in	relation	to	the	urban	space?			 The	theories	of	social	space,	its	emergence,	(re-)	production,	displacement,	decline	and	(re-)	appropriation,	allude	to	the	question	that	Marianne	Hirsch	asks	in	relation	to	postmemory:	“Can	our	(post-)	memories	of	violence,	loss	and	the	fading	away	of	homes	be	transformed	into	action	and	resistance?”416	Memory	consists	according	to	Walter	Benjamin,	in	a	potentiality	that	can	at	times	“flash	up”	uncontrollably	to	reveal	new	possibilities.417	How	memory	and	space	is	lived	and	re-appropriated	then	becomes	unpredictable	and	uncertain.	This	concept	gains	relevance	by	considering	how	the	displacement	within	the	city	and	especially	from	rural	to	urban	spaces	generates	empowerment	among	those	that	are	displaced.	418	The	constant	postponing	of	the	long	expected	and	overdue	systemic	transformation	does	not	merely	result	in	resignation.	It	sparks	rage,	solidarity	and	critical																																																									415	“Fomentar	el	respeto	por	la	vida	y	la	transformación	sociocultural	a	través	de	una	cultura	de	paz	que	facilite	la	resolución	pacífica	de	conflictos.”	Ursula	Baïgorria	Köppel,	“Garantías	de	no	repetición	para		Medellín.”	October	2015,	accessed	on	December	23,	2016,	https://www.medellin.gov.co/irj/go/km/docs/pccdesign/SubportaldelCiudadano_2/PlandeDesarrollo_0_0_0_0/Publicaciones/Shared%20Content/Documentos/2015/PresentacionGNR.pdf.		416	Hirsch,	“The	Generation	of	Postmemory,”	104.	417	Walter	Benjamin,	Illuminations	(New	York:	Schocken	Books,	1986),	256.	418	Maria	Teresa	Uribe	Handicapé,	“Notas	preliminaries	sobre	resistencias	de	la	sociedad	civil	en	un	context	de	guerras	y	transacciones,”	67.	
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thinking	about	how	to	radically	change	lasting	injustice.	What	seems	to	be	important	to	highlight	is	the	capacity	of	the	displaced	communities	to	confront	their	collective	experiences	of	violence	inscribed	in	inherited	memory.	This	makes	it	possible	for	them	to	fight	their	conditions	as	political	actors.																				
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Interviews.				All	interviews	were	conducted	through	MOVICE	Medellin	in	July	2016.	All	names	of	the	persons	affected	by	displacement	(non-scholars)	are	anonymous	in	this	study.			
a.		Conducted	Interviews	with	Displaced	Persons	(anonymous).		Interview	with	Ariella,	July	9,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Pablo,	July	9,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Eva,	July	10,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Katja,	July	11,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Carmen,	July	13,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Ana,	July	14,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Maria,	July	15,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Nadia,	July	16,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Carlos,	July	17,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Natalia,	July	18,	2016,	Medellin.			Interview	with	Julián,	July	21,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Martha,	July	22,	2016,	Carmen	de	Viboral,	Antioquia.	Interview	with	Carla,	July	23,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Rosa,	July	23,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Elisa,	July	28,	2016,	Medellin.		
	
b.	Conducted	Interviews	with	Experts.			Interview	with	Rodrigo	(encoded	name),	Colectivo	de	Abogados	Carlos	Restrepo	(Cajar),	July	5,	2016,	Bogota.		Interview	with	Adriana	Baigorria,	Casa	de	la	Memoria,	July	11,	2016,	Medellin.	Interview	with	Clara	Artehortua	Arrendondo,	July	12,	2016,	Medellin.	
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Interview	with	Marina,	(encoded	name)	MOVICE,	July	17,	2016,	Medellin.		Interview	with	Martha	Sánchez	Villa,	Corporación	Región,	July	24,	2016.	Interview	with	Carla	Calle	Sanchez	and	Maria	Lopez	(encoded	names)	at	the	Registro	Único	de	las	Víctimas,	July,	25,	Medelllin.	Interview	with	Hernando	Muñoz,	Departamiento	de	Humanidades,	Universidad	de	Antioquia,	July	28,	2016,	Medellin.			
Questions	for	Semi-Structured	Interviews.		Those	questions	guided	the	interviews.	There	were	not	the	only	questions	asked	but	ratherserved	as	a	roadmap.		
a.		Conducted	Interviews	with	Displaced	Persons	(anonymous).			1)	Where	have	you	lived	before	coming	to	Medellin?		2)	How	did	you	arrive	in	Medellin?	Could	you	tell	me	more	about	the	reasons	for	coming	to	Medellin?	3)	How	do	you	remember	your	displacement?	Is	there	any	memory	that	was	particularly	important	for	you?		4)	What	were	the	consequences	of	your	displacement?	Did	you	register	your	displacement	at	RUV?		5)	Have	you	moved	to	different	parts	of	the	city	in	Medellin?	Was	it	your	choice	to	move?		6)	Would	you	say	that	your	neighborhood	is	marginalized	regarding	the	whole	of	the	city?		7)	How	did	you	perceive	the	State	during	your	displacement?		8)	How	is	your	memory	linked	to	physical	spaces?		9)	Since	Colombia	is	in	a	process	of	transitional	justice	and	a	lot	of	mechanisms	have	been	applied	to	end	the	conflict,	what	–	out	of	your	opinion	–	is	the	most	important	measure	to	be	taken	to	improve	the	life	of	the	victims	of	the	conflict?	Do	you	imagine	peace?	If	yes,	how?					
b.		Conducted	Interviews	with	Experts.				1)	What	are	the	major	factors	for	the	re-emergence	of	violence	in	Medellin?		2)	What	are	the	causes	for	internal	displacement?		3)	How	does	internal	displacement	in	the	context	of	Colombia	translate	into	intra-urban	displacement?		4)	Does	there	exist	a	nexus	between	political	violence,	re-criminalization/	re-marginalization	of	victims	of	state	crime	and	intra-urban	displacement?		5)	Which	are	the	segments	of	Medellin’s	population	most	effected	by	those	crimes?		6)	What	is	specific	about	intra-urban	displacement	in	the	context	of	Medellin	in	relation	to	other	Colombian	cities?		7)	What,	in	your	opinion,	could	be	viable	transitional	justice	remedies	for	the	damages	caused	by	internal/	intra-urban	displacement	and	state	violence	in	the	context	of	Medellin?		8)	How	does	that	play	out	in	terms	of	(intergenerational)	inherited	memory?						IRB	Protocol	Number:	IRB-AAAQ8417	
